
The Chippewa River 

 

The Chippewa River is a tributary to the Mississippi. It is located in the West 
Central part of Wisconsin. The river has been the home to many towns over the 
years. Many are still around but some have disappeared do to the floods and lose 
of businesses. 

The Chippewa River is a medium sized river and has many recreational activities 
that are enjoyed by all. The rivers water, fish, and rocks bring many activities to 
the river such as fishing for a wide variety of fish. The rocks bring many unique 
features to the river and many people come to collect rocks hear. The water 
brings many boats and swimmers to the river. 

The river floods almost every year. The depth of the flood water differs in the 
different areas such as in Durand, WI the flood most remembered would have to 
be the flood of 93'. The flood waters in 93' reached main street and flooded many 
of the basements of the businesses on the water front. This happened because 
the dam in Eau Claire was over flowing and they had to let out water. 

They used to have steamboats on the Chippewa. Although the Chippewa River 
has a short and exciting history about steamboats. It was believed that in 1680, 
Franciscan Friar was the first white man to build and ride a steamboat on the 
Chippewa River. A map by Gullama Del', was the first known drawing of the 
landscape of the Chippewa River. 

The settlement of sand and silt carried down by the Chippewa River causing the 
build up of sandbars. The sandbars created a problem for the navigation for the 
steamboats. Because of the sand and gravel bars in the Chippewa River the 
steamboat navigation was confined to the fifty-six-mile stretch from the mouth of 
the river to Eau Claire. 

At the age 88, Joe Schlumpf was a lifetime resident of the Durand community. He 
recalls when smoke coming from the wood-burning steam engines were a 
common site. As a retired sheet metal worker, he said he can remember the old 
jimmy post used to get the steamboat off the sand bars. 

 


